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eternal; for it is an activity which is at the same
time the joy of attainment.    What other reason can
be given for the fact that the modes of our waking
consciousness, sensation and thought, are the keenest
of pleasures, from which also the secondary pleasures
of hope and memory are derived?    Now, pure thought
is thinking of that which is essentially good, and the
highest thought has the highest object.    And if we
ask what that object is, the answer must be that the
intelligence thinks  itself when it lays hold of that
which is intelligible: in other words, the intelligence
itself becomes intelligible when it comes into immediate
'contact  with the intelligible   object   and   thinks  it,
so that subject and object are identified.    For  the
faculty which can receive into itself the intelligible,
which is also the real, is   the intelligence, and  its
activity implies that it has its object in itself.    Hence
it is in this activity rather than in the mere capacity
for it that the intelligence shows its divine nature.
Contemplation   is . thus   the  best   and  happiest  of
activities, and if all we could say were that God's
life   is  like   our  life  iu  the  highest  moments   of
contemplative  thought, it would  be  worthy  of   our
admiration : but if it be better with him than with
us, it must be still more worthy of it.    And so it
is^ indeed.     In  him  is   life:   for  the   activity  of
intelligence is life, and He is that activity.     Thus
his  essential   activity   constitutes  a  perfect   and  a